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Nuclear Legacies

Arrogance, Secrecy, Ignorance, Lies, Silence,
Suffering, Action

Laura Nader and Hugh Gusterson

Radiation-induced cancer was the first disease to add a new dimension to this problem of
cause and effece. This new dimension [lengthy latency period] has been fiercely resisted in
many quarters, even ridiculed, in che face of a mountain of evidence that the time period

between insult and disease can be measured in decades, not days, weeks, or months. (Gofman

1981:107})

After 15 years of investigating, I have concluded that the US government’s atomic weapons
industry knowingly and recklessly exposed millions of people to dangerous levels of radia-
tion.... Nothing in our past compares ro the official deceit and lying that rook place in order
to protect the nuclear induscry. In the name of national security, politicians and bureaucrars
ran roughshod over democracy and morality. Ulcimarely, the Cold Warriors were willing to

sacrifice their own people in their zeal to beac the Russians. (D'Antonio 1993)

—Stewart Udall

The day after the explosion it was clear that northeast winds were spreading radicactive
materials over population centers and waterways, so we began evacuating the people from
their native villages.... It's amazing that the whole evacuation was completed in a relatively
short period and withaut any resistance from the population...very soon the people adapred
to their new conditions and new life. (Gladyshev 1990)

—Mihail Gladyshes, former dinctor of the Misyak plutoninm faciliy







